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his profession. His engines, which have been assailed and
denounced by rivals and opponents, have rendered good
service and given better satisfaction than any others. He,
as well as the Engineer Corps generally, and all the staff
have erred in their clamor for rank. Isherwood has not
thesuaviter in modo in his intercourse with others whom he
believes wrong, he is no double-dealer, but speaks his mind,
roughly and offensively at times. He holds a ready pen.
There were rumors of his connection with the Martin boiler
and Lowell's condenser that were never fully cleared up,
and which his opponents have used with some effect
against him. King, who succeeds him, is his antagonist; is
smooth and never uses harsh language. Those who differ
with him charge him with plausibility, insincerity, and
not very great ability. He was at my house this evening,
and says he knew nothing of and had no intimation of his
selection until he saw it in the paper. . . .

I hear of some new and strange orders issued, or about to
be issued, by the Navy Department. Likely there is some
foundation and some exaggeration. Porter will, from his
nature, strive to do something different from what has been
done, more likely to be evil than good; will issue some
counter orders, adopt a contrary policy, effect something
novel without much regard to its good or bad qualities.
I have so detailed officers as to avoid cliques, and clannish
aggregations, and therein have dissatisfied Porter, who is
given to favorites and has dislikes and prejudices without
cause. In breaking up cliques, incipiently forming, and
dispensing with those who were indulging in those per-
sonal factions, I know I have performed a benefit to the
parties themselves, as well as to the service. But Porter
is resentful because he had not his own way.

March 12, Friday. Commodore Glisson called on me this
evening. Is here in relation to League Island and the Iron-
sides, but says there is such confusion and bewilderment
at the Navy Department that he can accomplish nothing.